
TEI'ORANDUffi OF UI,IDERSTANDING

Betureen

The Srnilhsonian Institution" on behalf of
The Encyclopedia o,t [-ife

And

FishBase

lntroduction

This Mernorandum of Understanding provides the hasis for the Encydopedia of Life and
FishBase to work together to develop and share critical biodiversity informatics
inftastructure. In particular, FishBase will allow the Encyclopedia of Life to access its
infonnation about the world's fish specie, and to refmrnat this intormation for use in the
Encyclopedia. ln return, FishBase will have acess to the resourffis of the Encyclopedia
of Life, inctuding species pages of, e.g., non-fish prey and predatos, scanned literature,
and infonnatics tooh.

The Parties

The Encyclopedla of Life {EOL) is an informal consortium of organizations dedicated to
building an orr-line Encyctopedia of Life oonnposed of content-rich multi-media species
pages ior all of the presently knoarn species on Earth. Cunently, the EOL is cornposed
of flve working groups:

. Speclbs Srfes Grosp<efines the composilion of information on species pages;
works with the scientific comrnuni$r to identify potential sources of information

{such as FishBase} for the species pages and to authenticate lhe lnformation on
the species pages; estab{r"shes ticensing agreements with data providers.

' Biodiversrty hformatics GrouH;oneptualizes and prepares the software
needed to host and to searcfi the species pqls; applies taxonomic intelligence
to the scientific narYles on the species pages and in the triterature-

o ScaRnrng and Digltizafibn Group-vrrorking with the Biodiversity Heritage Library,
a consorlium of rnany of the world's largest natural history libraries, digitizes and
marks up the world's bicdlversity litereture.

. Educatian and Aukeae;h Group-exdoits the EOL's potential by exploring and
promofing its educational uses'

o Biodivercity Synfhesxb Gruup-holds synthesis meetings to help reach taxonomic
consensus on rnegadtverse glroups; develaps tools for analyzing and
syntresizing infofination across spcies pages-

For matters of this MOU, EOL is represented by its Executive Director.

FishBase is generally reccgnized a$ ttrF most adrrand biodiversity information system
at species tevet OeOicateO to one group of organisms (finfishes). Aftogether, its wide
coverage of infornation domains, number of pictures, simplicity of web interface,



\

multilingual access, cornpleteness of species, and deep links with m4ny other
blodiversity infonnation systeftrs make FishBase the prernier reference for disernination
of datq, information, and knourdedge on ftnftshes. FishBase is governed by the FishBase
Consortium. The consortium consists ot{in alphabetical order):

Aristotle Universlty of TFessaloniki, Thessalonild
Chinese Acadenny of Fishery Science {CAFS}, Eeiling
Frsheries Centre Univercity of British Columbia, Vancouver
Food and Agticulture Organization of the United Nations, Rome
IFM-GEOMAR, Kiel
Mus6urn National dHirstoire Naturelle, Parfs
Royal Museum for CentralAfrt-ca, Tervuren
Swedbfr Museum of Natural Histcty, Stockholm
WorldFrsh Center, Penang-

For mafters relating to thb MOU, FbhBase iis reprcsented by its Coordinator.

Obieet-lves

{. To estabffsh a farneriyork for co-operative rrcrking between the ongoing EOL and
FbhBase Fograrns. FishBase will provide standard, detailed and referenced
infsnration on Frnfrsfes, y{hib EOL wtll displry this information in a standardized
web fermat adapted to a variety af end users and in manner that facilitates
mmpar{son and aggregation of {tnffsh infsrmation with comparable information
for offirertaxa.

2. To develop rnechenisme wfrereby ESL can easity access and rcformat agreed
content from FishBase- EOL and FishBase will jc$ntly develop tools to facilitate
this transfer of information. Farticular activities include:

a- Providing infornratbn to enabb EOL to serve most FishBase pages.
b. Devetoping and irnptementing new pack4* to exchange information,

based orl cormrro{r $tandards sudr as the TDWGIGBIF Species Data
Profile ard the TAPIR Prolocol.

c- The ccntent revided by FishBase under this 4reement is the following:
i. Surnnrary texts on triolqy, morphclogy, ecology, distribution, and

imparta*ce.
ii. Phstos with respecfrive rreta data, correred by CC-BY or CC-BY-

NC licenses.
iii. URI-s linking to rnore information in FishBase.

3. To consider FishBase as the key provider of finfish informatisn to the EOL and to
en$ure Srat key credil and attribtrtion metadata are displayed prominently for all
data derived frorn FishBase, including lird<s to the respctive origina! FishBase
pgges in order to direct tratrie toqnards rxwrar.fshbme.olg with its dditional tools,
services, and interadion with users. This applies accordingly to information that
FishBase might use ftom $e EOL-

Gonditions of Uee

1. Both parties agree ftat tf€y will cbarly label the source of all content and require
Lnsers to Indlcate thae sourres in arry subsequent re-use. For E0l-supplied
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data, FishBase will indicate that the infonnation came from the EOL and will
include all turther attribirtion rnetadata- For FishEase-supplied data,; EOL will

. reguire users to :ecibgnize hro bvels of attribufion:
a. Credit fortfie whob urcrk FlshBase
b. Credit to the individual referene, expert, editor or photographer, where

applicable"

2- EOL wfll not provide ail or major components of FishBase content to other data
provklens. Rather, such requesb for re-usage wilt be forwarded to FishBase.

3- Nelther EOL rnr its users or partners rnay alter or replace content provided by
FishBase. Instead, requests for aonectbns or additions wiff be fonrarded to
FishBase.

4. EOL and FishB*e agree to s*cns each othels logo on the site's llst of data
partners.

5- Srnithsonian owns. conhots, and has registered certain trademarks and service
marks, including. but not lirnited to "Srnitlsonian,"'smithssnian lnstitr.*ion." and
the Srnihsonian smhurst logo {col}ectivefy "Naffes"}. Except as expressly
provided by the $mithsonian's p!or, written consent, FishBase shall not use the
Names or re{er to Smithsonian or any of its museums, programs, organizations,
or facilities in any fiIanneF or ffrrough any mediurn, uftether written, oral, or visual
for any purpose- Upon the erqciratiEn or tennindlon of thls agreement, FishBase
shall imrnediately cease to use the Narnes, and shall not exploit in any manner
ils asoociation wiBr Smifrwoniah, unless otterwise agreed to in writing by
Srnlthsonian at the time of suct* expiration or termination. FishBase shall
incorporate the gcvi,sions dthb Sec{*m into any potential FlshBase subcontracts,
if any antened into in connectbn wiftr thb MOU.

6. EOI- will provkle FishBase with monthly statistics of usage of FishBase content in
EOL fsuch as un"que rts€rs, vislts, pages, hits, barffividth].

Amendrnents and todifications

Either Frty rnay amend or rnodity this Merno€rdurn of Understanding by notifying the
other party in writing and with the agleewrent of the other party..

Authorized Representatives.

1. For purposes of liaison, providirq guidance and direction in daily operational
matters, granting approvafs or wffrholding same, and for general contract
coodination as detaEled herein, tfp $rnftfson'ran lnstiMion, on behalf of the EOL,
shall b represented by Jamw Edwards, E:seeutivE Director, Encyclo@ia of
Life.

3- FishBase Rewesentative. Fcr tFe purposes of lialson and direction in daily
operation matters, FishBase she!! be represented by Rainer Froese,
Coordinalor, FishBase" or an authorized representative thereof.
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4. Substitution of Representative. Srnithsonian and FishBase shall advise one
another in witing of any substitution for said representatives' l

l,lotices.

Any noties and consents required hereunder shall be in writing and deemed delivered
upon actual receipt of sucfi notice when handdelivered or sent by certified mail, postage
plepa;6, return rlceipt rcquested, or ovemlght express courier to the address listed
ben*. AII wrttten consents rquired hereunder shall be sent es provided above to the
following addresses:

To $MfTHSONIAN:
For Technical Matters:
James Edtllards
Encyclopedia of Life
Srnithsonian I nstitution
PO Box 37A12 MRC 106
Washington, DC 2AO1 3-7 Al 2
+1.202.633.8730

Ta FTSHBASE:
Rainer Froese
FishBase
t-eibniz-lngtitute of l*arine Sciences
]fM-GEOI{AR
Duestembrooker Weg 20
24105 Kiel
Germany
Tel. +49431 @04579
Pax +49431 600 t69g
rfroese@ifmgeomar.de

For Contsadual and LF-aal Mattens:
Gontracfing Officer
Office of Conkacting
Srnithsonian I nstitution
PO Bcx 37A12
Washingiton, D.C. 2056A'1200
Attn: Elizabeth Hochberg
+1.2CI2.633.7267

Rainer Froese
FishBase
Leibnizlnstiti:te of Marine Sciences
IfM.GEOMAR
Dr.estembrookerWeg 2O
24105 Kiel
Germany
Tel" +4$431 6004579
Pals +49431 600 1699
rfroese@if m-geoma r. de

filot a Legal PartnerctuiP.

The partires do nut intend to create a @al partnwship, principal/agent, or ioint venture

rciatibnsnlp and no&ring in this MOU *alt be construed as creatlng such a relationship
betu,e€fi fie p"des- nteltner party may incur any oHigation on behalf of the other'

Non -exclusive Aqreernent

This Memorandgrn of Urdersfanding is non-e;rslusive, and in no way restriets either EOL

or FishBase fiom participding in sirnilar activities or affangements with other public or

private initiatives, organizations, or individtrals-

Dur:ation

This agreement is valid until 28 February 2@9" Should the agreement not be extended

EOL #l! rernove Fishtsase contentwitFrin ore msrth afterthe end of the agreement.

Sionature



For FishBase

Signature

Name: Rainer Froese
Titb: Coordindor, FishBasa Gonsortiurn

Forthe Smithsonian lnstitution, on behalf uf the Encydopeda of Life

/ 
-fr ldLL- Date: 7 hZ z-dd 0

sisnatne C,rh,in fr*f*{ Date: 5 nAoA ffi6

Name: Gristbn $amPer
TiSe: flirec*or, f,latbml Mmewn of Naturd Histoty


